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the plinth levels of which are much lower than the larger or the
main temple. These temples, on the strength of the style of their
sculptures* have been considered to be of later date.1 It may here
be remarked that this practice of building smaller shrines round the
central temple must have commenced about the fifth century for the
Mandasor stone inscription, of Kumara Gupta I aad Bandhuvaraian,
dated A. D. 473-74, refer to such a group of temples.3 Such a
tradition, it may be added, came into existence during the sovereignty
of the Tadavas (Sennas) of Devagiri, from whom in all likelihood it
was adopted by the Hoy sal as in southern India,8

4.   The Influences of Gupta Architecture

The Gupta temples of the 5th and 6th centuries may now be
compared with the early Calukyan shrines of the 7th century. Such
a comparison reveals many common characteristics. Let us take for
example, the temple of Meguti at Aihole built in A, D. 634 during
the reign of the famous Pulikesin II. It has a 7nukhamandopat the
'fjarbhacfrlm, the pradaksina, enclosing which are walls perforated
with stone-screen windows. The Lad Khan temple, supposed to be
the oldest shrine at Aihole and strongly "derived from wooden
forms," has an upper shrine over the garbhogrjia and its roof is
covered with flat slabs and it has no sikhara* This upper chamber
can also be seen in the Jaina temple at PattadakaL4 The Gangs
and Yamuna motif, so typically a Gupta emblem, is also .present in
the Lad Khan temple.5 But it is only in the Durga temple (A. D.
696-733) that the sikhara, so reminiscent of the Parvati temple at
JTachna Kuthara, appears as though to complete all the charac-
teristics of Gtipta architecture. This sikhara has also three divisions
in each side as in the Gupta shrine?, the only difference being that
the sikhara of the Durga temple at Aihole is divided into horizontal
tiers, on every side of which was impressed the ca%a-window design
enclosing an image. Such a sikhara resembles its Kadamba prototype
which can be seen at Banavasi, On every side of this Calukyan
sikhara, between two tiers along all the four corners upwards, appear
carved circular panels. This sikhara is of exactly the same shape as
that of the Gupta temple at Fachna Kuthara and the Parastsrimes-
vara temple at Bhuvanesvara. Even the top of such temples was

1  Brown, op. cit., p. 147; also see Codnngton, Ancient India, pp* $8-62,
2  Fleet, op. dl (17), P* 78-
8 Narasimachar, The Somnathpura Temple at Hooted., frontispiece,
4 Cousens, Calukyan Architecture, pi LI,